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Seshat’s speech, in Sethy I's Abydos temple, staircase passage out of the temple near bullhall. 
Mariett's edition lacks the part of Seshat's speech (column 28-29: ����������	�
���
����
����������
������������������), that is why Mariett’s edition has wrong numbering after the column 28. 
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8) �����������	

���
���
���
���
�
������

����
������������

�������
�
�����
�����
��������
� 
Recitation by Seshat, great one, lady of writing, the one at the fore of the house of scroll(s): Oh my 
son, my beloved, lord of the Two Lands Menmaatra, Sun’s son Sethy-Whom-Ptah-Loves  
 
9) �����������������������������������
��
��
������
�������	��
 
Your house is formed, your monuments are worthy, its ( = house’) inhabitants are giggling. Be 
satisfied with this your temple 
 
9) ����������
�� 
every god is your protection 
 
10) �������������
����
��
��������������
��
�
��� 
[Come to (?)] your abode of the rightful of voice in the west (lit. starboard) of Abydos 
 
10) ��
���������������� 
I designed it together with Sokar 
 
10-11) ����
�������

������ 
Ptah was [the one who made the work] in it 
 
11) �������	��������������� 
I stretched a cord inside its walls 
 
11) �������������
����������
����������
�
�� 
My mouth – for it, with (lit. under) great spells (lit. supernaturalizers), Thoth is in (it) with (lit. 
under) his scrolls 
 
12) ���������������������
�� 
[Khnum was] installing its structures 
 
12) ���

�
�������
����

��� 
Tachenen was measuring its space (lit. ground) 
 
12-13) 
����������������
����������������������������

����� 
Atum is (saying): It is forever before (�� me ?), mallet of gold is in my hand (lit. arm), with which 
I drove in a stake 
 
13-14) ������������������������� 
You are with me in your form of (Sokar’s) Henu-bark 
 
14) �����������
�
  
Your arms are with (lit. under) (ceremonial) hoe  
 
14) ���������������������������
��������
���
 
I have set up its four corners (lit. elbows) finely (lit. with respect to the worthiness) like the support 
of the (sky)-Nut. 
 
14-15) ����
�����������
�������
����
 
Pronounced (lit. placed) are its protective (spells), made its defense by Neith (and) Selket 
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15)  �����������

��
��

�������
���� 
It was shaped in (such a) look (lit. work) forever, its walls are at its (proper) places  
 
16) ���
�����
 
Welcome (lit. you have come) into the a new (?) 
 
16) ���������������
�����������
 
Its columns were set, its gates are of the copper 
 
16) ����������������
� 
Food is in it and (lit. under) eatables 
 
16-17) ��
��������
������� 
Sia is raising its beauty 
 
17) ��������
������������������
������������
���
� 
Every god is at rest inside it under your surveillance (lit. the place of your face) with Osiris 
 
17) ������
�����
�����
��

�� 
You let him occupy the place in its big abode  
 
18) �	���������
��
 
His image–savior is in distinction 
 
18) ���������������� 
Amon is in (it) as a chief (lit. head) for them 
 
18-19) ��������
��������	�	�
��������
��
����������������  
How much divine is your abode because of him, his reverence is (as) defense around it […] bowing 
down 
 
19) ���
������������������������
�������� 
Sun is born for you in his form to shine forth inside it 
 
19-20) ������������������

���
��	����	

�����
�� 
Sun’s disc is firm crossing the Above, (while) its secret image is in your abode 
 
20) ������
��
�������������  
The place of Horus (and) Isis (lit. Horus, Isis, their place) is in (it) (for/after) have joined 
 
21-22) ��������
���������������
������
���� ����� �����
������������������
����
���

 
Glad is the heart of Ptah, Sokar is cast in gold in barks, Nefertum is at their side, Geb is at its fore 
with his children (and ?) Enneads of the sky (and) of the earth 
 
22) 	��
���
��
���������
���������������������� 
Shu (and) Tefnut are at rest in their arks which you assigned (lit. made) to their name(s) 
 
22) ������
���
��������
������������
�� 
All gods (and) goddesses are born for you in your abode 
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23) �	�����������
�
��� 
Holy images (and) statues are on their standard(s) 
 
23-24) �������
���
�������������������������
����������
�
�����
��������
��������

�����
���
� 
Those in the barks (and) their arks – everyone of them is exalting your worthiness to the behind the 
horizon (and) to the Above for The one in his Sun disk, to Duat for Osiris 
 
24-25) �������� ��
�������
����������������
 
They set up your annals like the sky in these millions of years  
 
25) �	���������������
���
������
���� 
You lead all the living, the one at the fore of life-forces upon Horus’ throne 
 
25) ����������������
������
�����������

�����

 
You are protected as a king upon the Sun’s throne, the land is given to you for the balance 
 
26) ��������������������� 
You joined it (= the land) to every worthy deed (lit. you moored it to every worthy deed) 
 
26-27) �
���
���������
����������

�������������
�� 
The sky is pregnant with your beauty, the Two Lands are filled with your life-force 
 
27) ��

��
������������������������� 
Duat is hidden (and) spacious (lit. loose) because of your plans 
 
27) ����������������� 
You awake that which is/the one in dozedness (i.e. Osiris ?) 
 
27-29) ��������
����
�������������������	�
���
����
���������������������������� 
You give light to those in darkness, Fainthearted (i.e. Osiris) is in joy, those of the cavern are lifted, 
their faces moved (lit. trembled) (when) you pronounce their name(s), 
 
29) ���
����
������
����������
��������
��
�
���������������
������������! 
you recall them to exalt their deed(s) (and) to lay down food for them, loaves (and) patties for them 
in your abode every day twice 
 
30) ��������

���

����������������� 
You have inundated the land of the necropolis (lit. sacred land) up to your temple 
 
30) �	���������"�
���� 
Gods are joyful (lit. celebrate) in your time/near you 
 
30-31) �����
�������������
������� 
How much excited is Abydos which made your name throughout ���-eternity 
 
31) ����������
 
You are with �
-eternity 
 
31) 
������������������������
����
���
�
����������������� 
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"Good are your plans, firm are your monuments" – say elite (and) rekhit-people. All people (lit. 
every face) adore you in unity. 
 
32) ��
������
�����
�
�� 
I honor you in/due to your rightness (lit. maat) 
 
32) ������������ �����
����������  
Gods approach to your side, (for) you are one of them 
 
32-33) ������
�����������
����������������

����	��
��������
�
���� �����

��� 
You are here like the Sun in the Above, like Unnefer in Duat, like reverence of Amun in Thebes, 
like Gen in this land  
 
33-34) �������
��	
����
�
�������������� 
You carry out the new, you begin blossoming like the Moon–child (lit. as a child) 
 
34-35) ��������
��������������������������� 
You are indeed young in a season by a season like Flood-Nu in (lit. at) its time 
 
35) ���
����������
����� 
your births are carrying out Sed-festivals 
 
35) �������������� 
all life is at your nose 
 
35-36) ������������
���

���������������������
������ 
You are the king of the entire (lit. like its shape) land forever, your abode exists 
 
36) �������

�����
����
��������
��������
 
You shine forth from the ground like Orion in (lit. with respect to) his season, you are alive like 
Sothis-Sirius 
 
36) �	
��
������������
�� 
Multiple is your life-force, its hurrying to your place 
 
37) ����������
����������
����� 
I strengthen you, I gather you (lit. I lead you to you(rself)) 
 
37) �
������
��
�������������������������� 
(Current) generation (lit. the belly) is passing, other (generation) is (be)coming, (while) your name 
is set in their mouth(s) 
 
37-38) ����
��
������������
������
 
for (��) you are good for gods, nurturer (lit. she-nurturer) for rekhit-people 
 
38) 
����������������������
������������ 
I set up your beauty in writing according to what the Sun ordered 
 
38-39) ���
����������
������������������
� 



 6 

Spells (lit. supernatural sayings) of my mouth is your protection, my words are for you as 
soundness 
 
39) ��
��������
����
����
��
������������
�  
My hand is writing down your good deeds (just) like my brother Thoth 
 
40) ����������
������ 
Atum himself told me 
 
40) 
����"�����������������
���������	��������������������
��� 
"I am satisfied with your plans, I have united for you Nile-Valley (and) Delta, they are given under 
your feet 
 
40-41) ��������������
����
������
���������
���
��� 
I have joined reed to papyrus for you (and) you became Southern (and) Northern king". 
 
41-43) ��
�����������
����������
�����
�����

��������
�����������
��������������������
����
�
  
You sail upstream as Southern king, you sail downstream as Northern king. You have taken (as 
iheritance) the Two Lands in Double crown (lit Double Powers). You sit in your ark, you joined 
your ��-chamber like the Sun’s disk in the behind the horizon 
 
43-45) ����������
���
����������������������� 
You sit solemnly at the fore of your audience-hall like Horus upon his chair 
 
45-48) �������������������
��������
��������������������
 
You shone forth upon your carrying chair (lit. centipede – due to the number of the legs of its 
carriers) for Sed-festival like the Sun in the beginning (lit. head) of a year 
 
48-49) �����������������

�����
� 
You are glad/smiling to every god, the likeness of Nefertum 
 
49-50) ��
�����
���
�������� 
I glorify you (and) your sight every day 
 
50) ����
�����
���������
������
�
����sic���
�������	����
��������
���
��������
�
�����
�����
��������
��
������ 
[Your ?] Ennead loves you, sunrays of the Sun-disk come to you, the light illuminates your abode, 
Southern (and) Northern king, Menmaatra, Sun’s son, Sethy-Whom-Ptah-Loves 


